
JUNE EVENT 

IRWA / AI Joint Luncheon 

Thursday, June 21, 2018 

11:00 AM - 1:30 PM 
City of Austin Learning Center 

2800 Spirit of Texas Drive,  

Austin, TX 78719 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER! 

 

ONLINE REGISTRATION CLOSES  

MONDAY,  JUNE 18—NOON 

About Our Chapter 

Bluebonnet Chapter No. 74, is the Austin, TX, chapter of the International Right of 

Way Association.   Our Chapter was founded in 1985 by professionals in the right of 

way field to unite members for education, improve service to employers and the  

public, and to advance our members within the profession.   We are part of Region 2 

of the International Association.  Our current membership includes professionals  

involved in a wide array of projects requiring real estate and right of way services. 

 

Board of Directors Meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month.  All are  

welcome. If you are interested in attending, please contact a Chapter 74 Officer.  
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President’s Message 

Greetings Chapter 74: 

 

I can’t believe a year has already passed and my time serving as your President is up! First, let me 

say what a pleasure it was representing this great chapter as your President. I would like to thank 

all of you for giving me this opportunity. The Officers, Chairs and committee members have 

worked hard providing educational lunches with great speakers and venues, maintaining our  

financial records, recording our board minutes, planning and hosting YP events, coordinating ses-

sions, speakers, etc.… for seminars and education in addition to creating newsletters and emails 

to keep you informed, meeting membership goals and assisting with our members professional 

development goals. Whew… was a lot of work to do in your spare time and it could never have 

been accomplished without these great members volunteering to take on these tasks. Often, 

they had to give up their evening hours or weekends to complete the numerous tasks assigned to 

them. Let’s not forget all those wonderful employers who sponsor events and employee  

participation. Surely, these members and organizations deserve recognition for all their efforts.  

As my last letter as your President, I remind you that nominations for Region 2 Professional of 

the Year, Employer of the Year and Young Professional of the Year are due June 24th. Please 

take the time to submit your nomination today to Teri Morgan, tmorgan@hdrinc.com. 

As the summer ramps up, here are a few dates to remember: 

• IRWA – AI Joint Luncheon; June 21st at the City of Austin Learning and Research Center 

• 64th Annual International Education Conference; Edmonton, AB, Canada June 24 – 27, 2018  

• IRWA Monthly Luncheon; July 10th at Joes Crab Shack, 600 E Riverside Dr, Austin, TX 

• IRWA Region 2 Refresher Seminar; August 1 – 3, 2018 in College Station, TX  

These are all great education and networking events. I hope to see each of you at one or all of 

these upcoming events.  

 

Your incoming President, Alex Gale, is looking for volunteers so if you have interest in serving on 

a committee, you can reach Alex at 512-974-1416 or email; alex.gale@austintexas.gov.  

Thank you again Board Officers and Committee members for all your efforts and support of our 

members! Have a great summer! Hope to see you in Edmonton. 
 

Warmest Regards,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Virginia J. Anderson, SR/WA 

512-221-3798 

virginia@aria-cmg.com 

mailto:tmorgan@hdrinc.com
mailto:alex.gale@austintexas.gov
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Calendar of Events 

UPCOMING SUMMER EVENTS 

June 5—Board Meeting 

Time:  12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m.  

Location:        One Texas Center, City of Austin 

June 21—Joint Luncheon IRWA / AI 
Time:  11:00 a.m.—1:30 p.m.  

Location:        City of Austin Learning & Research Center (see page 7 for more details) 

June 24 - 27 —IRWA 64th Annual International Education Conference 

Location:        Edmonton, AB Canada 

 June 24—IRWA International Transportation Committee Conference Call 

  June 24—Deadline to Submit Nominations 

July 12-13 —IRWA Course 504: Computing Replacement Housing Payments  
Time:  12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m.  

Location:        HDR Office (more information on page 10 ) 

June 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 

BOARD MTG 

6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 

 

13 

 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 

JOINT LUNCHEON 

22 23 

24    25 26 27 28 29 30 

IRWA 64TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE 



 

President 

Virginia Anderson,  

SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-NAC  

512-221-3798 

virginia@aria-cmg.com 

 

 

President Elect 

Alex Gale, SR/WA, R/W-URAC,  

R/W-RAC, R/W-NAC  

City of Austin 

512-974-1416 

alex.gale@austintexas.gov 

 
 

Vice President 

Lori Bible, SR/WA 

Cobb, Fendley & Associates, Inc.  

512-914-2201  

loribible@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Treasurer 

Sheila Mills, SR/WA, R/W-NAC 

H.W. Lochner, Inc. 

(737) 704-3061 

smills@hwlochner.com  

IRWA Chapter 74  Officers 

 

Secretary 

Tara O’Neal 

Texas Department of Transportation 

(512) 832-7373 

Tara.ONeal@txdot.gov 

 

 
 

Director / 2 Year 

Maggie Schedler, R/W-RAC,  

R/W-URAC  

512-653-2783  

maggieschedler@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Director / 1Year 

Patti Bell, SR/WA 

Allegiant Group, PLLC 

512-826-1333 

patti@allegiantgrp.com 

 

2006 Tinker Cotton, SR/WA 

2005 Steve Bohuslav, SR/WA 

2004 Steve Beck, MAI, SR/WA 

2003 Elizabeth Norris 

2002 Elisa Garcia 

2001 Randall Kopfer, IFA, SR/WA 

2000 Laurie Park, SR/WA 

1999 George Schlemeyer, SR/WA 

1998 Lauraine Rizer, SR/WA 

1997 Randy Williams, MAI, SR/WA 

1996 Margie Hamby, SR/WA 

2016 Maggie Schedler, R/W-RAC 

2015 Patti Bell, SR/WA 

2014 Donald C. Toner, SR/WA 

2013 Denise Skinner, SR/WA 

2012 Teri J. Morgan, SR/WA 

2011 Dennis Sedlachek, SR/WA 

2010 Lory R. Johnson, MAI, SR/WA 

2009 Ron Olderog, MAI, SR/WA 

2008 John Reed, SR/WA 

2007 Connie Real, PMP, SR/WA 

1995 Dean Harris, SR/WA 

1994 Mary Jane Amezquita 

1993 Larry O’Neal, SR/WA 

1992 Sandra Bishop 

1991 John Baylor 

1990 Cheryl Bennett 

1989 Rayburn Corbitt, MAI 

1988 Josie Wiltzius, SR/WA 

1987 Greg Althoff, SR/WA 

1986 Richard Steubing 

1985 Charles Clinger, SR/WA 

Past Presidents 
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Asset Management 

Ron Olderog, MAI, SR/WA  

City of Austin, (512) 974-7193 

 

Communication 

Lisa Cooper, R/W-RAC 

HDR Engineering, Inc., (512) 531-5900 
 

 

Jennifer Lopez 

Atkins North America, 

ROWAustinCh74@atkinsglobal.com  

(512) 342-3234  
 

Sam Wilson, SR/WA 

Atkins North America, Inc., (979) 255-7474  
  

Education 

Richard Scholtz 

JLL Valuation & Advisory Services, (512) 459-3440 
 

Irene Balderrama, 

Contract Land Staff, (512) 574-9065 

 

Legal 

VACANT 
 

Local Public Agency 

Laura Riley 

TxDOT, (512) 416-2830 

 

Kerry Fulton 

LAN, Inc., (512) 585-9282  
 

Luanne Dunn 

Austin Energy (512) 322-6410 
  

Membership 

Leslie Persia 

alterra Design Group, (512) 381-5556 

 

Professional Development  

John Campbell, SR/WA  

(512) 767-3066 
 

Relocation 

David Harrah, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, R/W-URAC 

TxDOT, (512) 416-2962 
 

September Eminent Domain Seminar 

Elizabeth Norris 

Atkins, (512) 342-3443 

Nominations 

Don Toner, Jr. SR/WA 

THC, Inc.; (512) 435-7675 

 

Randall Kopfer 

LCRA, (512) 217-1937 
 

Dennis Sedlachek, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 

Cintra U.S., (512) 371-4816 
 

Randall Ward 

TxDOT, (512) 416-2906 

 

Programs 

Barbara Price 

Capital Metro, (512) 389-7438 

 

Michael Latham, R/W-NAC 

H.W. Lochner, Inc, (737) 704-3065 

 

Leila Valenzuela 

Halff Associates, (512) 777-4616 
 

Surveying and Engineering 

Jesse Cooper 

HDR Engineering, Inc. (512) 699-6766 

 

Transportation 

Dennis Sedlachek, SR/WA, R/W-RAC 

Cintra U.S., (512) 371-4816 

 

Don Toner, Jr. SR/WA 

512) 435-7675 

Mark Anderson 

(512) 815-0512 
 

Valuation 

Chris Hornsby 

Paul Hornsby & Company, (512) 381-5510  
 

 

Catherine A. Thomas, MAI, SRA  

CBRE, (512) 499-4911 

 

Young Professionals 

Nicolette Hebert 

Contract Land Staff, (512) 346-6518 

 

Jim Larsen 

Sendero, Jlarsen@senderotx.com   

Max Roach 

max.roach2@cbre.com  

2017-2018 Committees 
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Membership News 
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Visit the IRWA Website to submit your application electronically and become a member of Chapter 74! 

 

JOIN IRWA, BECOME A MEMBER! 
 

Installment Options are available for membership fees.  

Contact your local committee chairs for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***Membership is important to our chapter.  We want to promote growth to  

be able to qualify for incentives from IRWA International.*** 

5% Net Growth = 3 free memberships | 1 free conference registration &  

10% Net Growth = 3 free memberships | 2 free conference registrations | $500 travel 

voucher 

 

 

New Members: Please contact the Membership Committee to  

have your first luncheon covered by the Chapter. 

Leslie Persia  

(512) 381-5556 

http://irwachapter74.org/
mailto:lpersia@alterradesigngroup.com?subject=IRWA%20CHAPTER%2074%20MEMBERSHIP


Programs News—Upcoming June Joint Luncheon 2018 
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Michael Latham  

(737) 704-3065 

Leila Valenzuela  

(512) 777-4616 

Barbara Price  

(512) 389-7438 

2018 IRWA / AI JOINT LUNCHEON 
 

Title:   Case Studies of Unusual Right-of-Way Acquisitions 

Course Type:  2 Hour Seminar/Luncheon 

Course Date:  Thursday June 21, 2018 

Time:   11:00am – 11:30 Registration and Lunch 

   11:20am - IRWA Announcements 

   11:25am – AI Announcements 

   

   11:30am – 1:30pm   

   Panel presentation of case studies with discussion and Q&A with Audience  

   participation 

 

Course Location: City of Austin Learning Center, 2800 Spirit of Texas Drive, Austin, TX 78719 

 

Presenters/Panel: 1.  Randy Williams, MAI, SR/WA, FRICS (Moderator) 

   2.  Jim Henry, Attorney and Right-of-Way Negotiator– Lochner, Inc. 

   3.  Randy Ward, Attorney, TxDOT 

   4.  Paul Hornsby, MAI, SRA – Licensed Real Estate Appraiser 

   5.  Rudy R. Robinson, MAI, SRA – Licensed Real Estate Appraiser 
 
Description: There will be a panel presentation and discussion of various right-of-way acquisitions 

which involved unusual property types or unusual circumstances/considerations during the condem-

nation process. The panel will consist of Mr. Henry and Mr. Ward, attorneys, accompanied by two 

appraisers that represent the condemnor and condemnee, and their approaches to addressing the 

various problems presented in the case studies, along with a moderator.  The attorneys on the  

panel will specifically focus on the case law and legal theories surrounding the presented case  

studies and how to best represent their clients when these issues present themselves in the course 

of a case. The appraisers will discuss the factors that go into appropriately valuing a whole property,  

acquisition and remainder property given a number of unusual circumstances presented in the case 

studies. Participants will have the opportunity to follow up and ask questions how these  

methodologies play a role in their real estate appraisal assignments. 
 

Education Credits Requested: 2 Hours MCE, ACE, IRWA, AI, MCLE 

Cost: $30 Per Person 
 

Click Here to Register!  
 

ONLINE REGISTRATION CLOSES MONDAY,  JUNE 18—NOON 

http://irwachapter74.org/news/monthly-luncheon/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Programs News—July Luncheon 2018 
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Michael Latham  

(737) 704-3065 

Leila Valenzuela  

(512) 777-4616 
Barbara Price  

(512) 389-7438 

Justin Word 

Director of Engineering  

Contact the Programs Committee with any speaker recommendations or presentation topics.  

DATE:  July 10, 2018 

 

LOCATION:  JOE’S CRAB SHACK—AUSTIN TOWN LAKE 

  600 EAST RIVERSIDE DRIVE  

  AUSTIN TX 78704 

  (512)441-1010 

MENU:  TACO STATION – GRILLED MAHI, SHRIMP AND CHICKEN  

  ALFREDO PASTA ENTREE 

  HOUSE SALAD  

  TOSSED CEASAR SALAD 

  GARLIC BREAD  

  DESSERT TRAYS (MINI KEY LIME PIES, APPLE CRUMBLES, CHOCOLATE CAKE) 

  TEA/SODA/COFFEE 

Speaker, Justin Word will give us an update on the current 

and future projects.  



 

 
 

The IRWA International Transportation Committee will be holding a meeting in Edmonton on Sunday,   

June 24th from 8 AM to 12 PM and all are welcome to join the call.   

 

For those not attending the conference in person, please feel welcome to call-in to join the meeting: 
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• PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 

• YOUNG PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR  

• EMPLOYER OF THE YEAR 
 

Email your nominations directly to Teri Morgan,  

Region 2 Chair at tmorgan@hdrinc.com 

 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS JUNE 24TH
 

Nominations News 

International Transportation Conference Call 

Sunday, June 24, 2018 

8:00 am – 12:00 pm MDT 

  
Phone Dial-in 

+1.408.740.7256 (United States) 

+1.888.240.2560 (US Toll Free) 

+1.408.317.9253 (Alternate number) 

(Global Numbers) 

 

Meeting ID: 544 157 757 

 
For mare information , contact Sheila Mills, ITC Chair -  

smills@hwlochner.com  

mailto:tmorgan@hdrinc.com
mailto:smills@hwlochner.com


Area Professional Development Events 
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Get Credentialed in the Industry you serve! 
Credentialing demonstrates a specialized industry based knowledge and skill set as well as a commitment to 

professional development and performance excellence. IRWA offers a curriculum pathway of progressive 

credentialing options for infrastructure professionals. https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/  

 

 

07.12.2018 | Austin, TX  
504 Computing Replacement Housing Payments - This course is designed for partici-

pants with thorough knowledge and experience implementing the Uniform Act.  Realistic and 

complex situations are used as if the participants have been assigned to a small project re-

quiring the relocation of the occupants of twelve (12) residential properties.  The household 

surveys have been conducted and a copy of each interview sheet is contained in the materials 

provided.  The participants act as the individuals assigned to compute the replacement hous-

ing payments on behalf of the Agency.  Participants should have the knowledge to calculate 

basic payments, as group discussions and exercises maximizing practical application of the 

cases studies will be the emphasis of this course. 16 QEU / CEU 
 

Class facility location: 
HDR, Inc. 

7745 Chevy Chase Drive 

Building 5, Suite 220 

Austin, TX 78752-1650 

 

08.03.2018 | Austin, TX  
804 Skills of Expert Testimony - This course is facilitated by an attorney and/or an expe-

rienced appraiser. The situations faced by the expert witness are analyzed through extensive 

use of simulations based on actual cases, creating a unique learning situation. 8 QEU / CEU 
 

Class facility location: TBD 

https://www.irwaonline.org/find-a-class/?Region=2  

https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/
mailto:https://www.irwaonline.org/find-a-class/?Region=2


Call for Volunteers! 
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Alex Gale here, your incoming Chapter 74 

President for 2018-2019.  I want to thank 

everyone for making our Chapter a great 

local professional organization working to 

provide education and networking for the 

right-of-way professionals in Austin.   

 
I especially want to thank those of you who 

have volunteered to be on a committee or 

part of our board in the past.  I have reached 

out over the past month to see who is able 

to stay on as a Committee Chair or co-

chair, but we do have a few vacancies that I 

would like to fill by July 1st. 

 
Please let me know if you would like to  

assist on any of the empty spaces  

below.  Two of the big committees that  

always can use assistance are Programs and 

Communications.  Please email me at 

alex.gale@austintexas.gov to let me know of 

your interest or with any questions. 

 

Yellow = Open for new volunteer 

mailto:alex.gale@austintexas.gov


 
Page 12 2018, Issue VI 

2018 IRWA Region 2 Refresher Seminar  
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CLICK HERE TO REGISTER TODAY!! 

 

 Early Registration Fee $225 (Thru July 18, 2018)     

 Late Registration Fee $275 (After July 18, 2018) 

  
 On Site Registration Fee $325  

College Station , August 1-3, 2018  

SEE YOU IN COLLEGE STATION!! 

Information and registration link can be found at 

www.housmanandassociates.com  or click on the link below 

to register today and save! 

http://www.housmanandassociates.com/irwa/info.aspx
http://www.housmanandassociates.com
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SAVE THE DATE—2018 ED EMINENT DOMAIN SEMINAR 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjNmMPj9OrZAhUMna0KHQMHB1wQjRwIBg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fclipart%2F237826.htm&psig=AOvVaw0v3AwfVDrc0qX4Chtr9HAV&ust=1521085878717148
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SAVE THE DATE—2018 RIGHT OF WAY PROFESSIONALS OF TEXAS 
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SPONSORSHIP AND DONATION CONTACTS: 

MATTHEW ECKMAN AT (830) 221-4089  

MECKMANN@NBTEXAS.ORG  

RICHARD SCHOLTZ AT RICHARD.SCHOLTZ@AM.JLL.COM  
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DATE HAS BEEN SET—2019 Region 2  Forum 
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2019 IRWA REGION 2 FORUM &  

INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORTATION 

SYMPOSIUM  
 

WHEN: April 10 – 12, 2019  

WHERE: SHERATON HOTEL, AUSTIN, TX  

More information coming soon and will  include 

• ROOM RATES  

• SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

• IRWA COURSE INFO 

• SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
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Career Hotline 
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Have a Job Opening? 
Email the Communications Committee to include in the newsletter. 

HDR – REAL ESTATE SERVICES TECH I 

Job Duties 

 
1. Perform entry-level technical services for right-of-way projects as required 

by the assignment 
2. Maintain data and communication flow, supported by strong editorial and 

verbal skills 
3. Demonstrate attention to detail and organization 
4. Utilize industry experience such as paralegal, mortgage or real estate back-

ground 
5. Train in job-appropriate aspects of right-of-way industry 
6. Perform property research, order title, and support Project Managers and 

RES Agents with document preparation and administrative support as need-

ed 
7. Maintain tracking and parcel status database and client reports 
8. Perform other duties as needed 
9. Some travel required 
 

Required Qualifications 

 

1. Microsoft Office Suite product experience 
2. General background-related experience beneficial, including title, paralegal, 

real estate, real property law or mortgage lending 
 

Apply Online 

mailto:ROWAustinCh74@atkinsglobal.com;%20Lisa.Cooper@hdrinc.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__hdr.taleo.net_careersection_ex_jobdetail.ftl-3Fjob-3D149251-26lang-3Den&d=DwMFAg&c=cUkzcZGZt-E3UgRE832-4A&r=dEforncoHMf71kLlo-LXIfyZfeKjjvi9YcTxwiumnGE&m=ZhoSB_37S2N7tHkdj73mv0xhuQwHv-Ux009LfhXzkvM&s=J4EKy2
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Career Hotline 
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Have a Job Opening? 
Email the Communications Committee to include in the newsletter. 

STATESIDE RIGHT OF WAY SERVICES 

Position is located in the Temple, Texas, area and is a base of 40 hours per week, though longer 

hours are occasionally necessary. Some travel is required – both same day and overnight. Job includes 

typical right of way and administrative duties such as answering phones, maintaining paper and  

electronic files, sending and receiving mail, ordering supplies, organizing/scheduling meetings and  

updating status information. Candidate must be willing and want to learn by attending IRWA classes 

and working with senior agents to cross train in title, acquisition and relocation. There is a lot of 

room for growth and we are willing to train the right applicant. A great work ethic and attention to 

detail are required. 

 

Skills required include: 
 

•             Great computer skills in Word and Excel 

•             Ability to learn new programs 

•             Good communication skills – both oral and written 

•             Detail oriented – able to input information correctly and review others work for accuracy 

•             Ability to work independently and with others 

•             Ability to prioritize 

•             Bilingual is a plus 

 

If being considered for the position, the applicant will be required to take online assessments to  

provide Stateside an idea of candidate’s experience. 

Job Type: Full-time; Salary is based on experience. 

 

 Please send resume to: jobs@statesiderow.com  
  

mailto:ROWAustinCh74@atkinsglobal.com;%20Lisa.Cooper@hdrinc.com
mailto:jobs@statesiderow.com


Thank you to following sponsors for supporting the Chapter 74 Website 
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WEBSITE 

SPONSOR 

PERKS! 

Sponsor logo and company 

URL displayed on site Home 

Page, including direct  

contact information in the 

Sponsor tab.  

Sponsorship provides company 

the opportunity to post new job 

openings to the Chapter webpage, 

monthly newsletter and email 

blasts to Chapter 74 members. 



Chapter 74 Website Sponsorship 
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2018 WEBSITE SPONSORSHIP  

RENEWALS ARE STILL OUTSTANDING 

 

BECOME A SPONSOR! 
Email lisa.cooper@hdrinc.com for information on becoming a Chapter 74 website sponsor. 

 

Perks of Being a Sponsor! 
 

You will have your logo displayed on the home page and linked to 

your company URL as well as your  contact information on the 

Sponsor tab.  

 

This elite sponsorship gives you access to have upcoming jobs  

posted to the webpage, in the monthly newsletter and email  

blasted to all Chapter 74 members. 

mailto:lisa.cooper@hdrinc.com?subject=IRWA%20Chapter%2074%20Sponsor


FIND US ONLINE AT: 

 

Chapter 74 Website: 

www.irwachapter74.org 

 

 

IRWA Website: 

www.irwaonline.org 

 

 

IRWA Region 2 Website: 

www.irwaregion2.org  

The Chapter 74 Bluebonnet Newsletter is a publication of the International 

Right of Way Association. 

Website Sponsorship Information or Newsletter Questions? 

 
Contact 

Lisa Cooper (Website) 

HDR Engineering, Inc., (512) 531-5900 

 

Jennifer Lopez (Newsletter) 

Atkins North America, Inc., (512) 342-3234 

 

IRWA Chapter 74 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW  

WEBSITE ADDRESS: 
http://irwachapter74.org/  

http://www.irwachapter74.org
http://www.irwaonline.org
http://www.irwaregion2.org
mailto:Lisa.Cooper@hdrinc.com?subject=IRWA%20Chapter%2074%20Newsletter
mailto:Lisa.Cooper@hdrinc.com?subject=IRWA%20Chapter%2074%20Newsletter
mailto:Lisa.Cooper@hdrinc.com?subject=IRWA%20Chapter%2074%20Newsletter
mailto:%20ROWAustinCh74@atkinsglobal.com?subject=IRWA%20Chapter%2074%20-%20Newsletter%20Updates
http://irwachapter74.org/

